
Open Educational Resources for Faculty 

Open Education Resources (OERs) are teaching and learning materials that are openly 
licensed or exist in the public domain. They are free to use by all and can be remixed, 

revised, and repurposed for faculty. OERs allow faculty to teach the way they want 
because they are not restricted to a publisher’s textbook. Resources in this domain 

also eliminate the burden of textbook costs for students, which helps improve        
student outcomes. When combining OERs with library subscription materials, faculty 

can be innovative and creative with their teaching; students have the benefit of a 
high-quality education at a more affordable cost. 

Fox, H. (2019). OER action plan for University of West Florida: Executive summary. Retrieved from https://z.umn.edu/OERActionPlan  

Join the many Douglas College faculty 

members using OERs in their classes! 

https://z.umn.edu/OERActionPlan


 

Learn More: 

Questions? Contact Debra Flewelling, Open Education Librarian: 
Debra.Flewelling@douglascollege.ca 

collegedouglas.sharepoint.com/sites/dcconnect/aboutdouglas/groups/OpEd 

open.bccampus.ca 

“Barriers to accessing education, such as 

the cost of textbooks, can be reduced by 

the development and adoption of Open 

Educational Resources.” 

-Elliot Rossiter,                                          

Philosophy and Humanities 

“Using OERs allows student success in the 

course to be more dependent on their own 

ability to learn and understand the material 

they all have access to, rather than on their 

financial ability to purchase access to      

relevant information.” 

-Jennifer Barker, Biology 

Common OER Myths 

Myth #1: Open simply means free. Fact: Open means the permission to freely download, 

edit, and share materials to better serve all students  

Myth #2: All OER are digital. Fact: OER take many formats, including print, digital, audio, 

and more  

Myth #3: “You get what you pay for.” Fact: OER can be produced to the same quality stand-

ards as traditional textbooks  

Myth #4: Copyright for OER is complicated. Fact: Open licensing makes OER easy to freely 

and legally use  

Myth #5: OER are not sustainable. Fact: Models are evolving to support the sustainability 

and continuous improvement of OER  

Myth #6: Open textbooks lack ancillaries. Fact: Open textbooks often come with ancillaries, 

and when they do not, existing OER can provide additional support 

SPARC (2017). OER Mythbusting. Retrieved from sparcopen.org/our-work/oer-mythbusting  
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